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LAST WEEK:  

 
MORGAN’S POINT COLLISION, MORGAN’S POINT, TEXAS : On March 9, EPA 
received notification from Sector Houston-Galveston about a collision in the upper Houston Ship 
Channel (Morgan Point area) that occurred at 1247 CT.  The 600 ft M/V Carla Maersk was 
loaded with 216,000 barrels of MTBE and reported three cargo tanks potentially breeched and 
leaking (unknown quantity released).  The 623 ft M/V Conti Peridot is a bulk carrier (steel 
cargo), damage unknown but no discharge.  The incident is in USCG jurisdiction.  START has 
been activated to provide air monitoring.   Two dock workers treated by EMS, on was asthmatic 
and not sure if it was related to MTBE vapors.  The other was a crane worker who they think was 
exposed and took for treatment.   The USCG FOSC requested the RRT -6 discuss the use of 
Aqueous Film-Forming Foam (AFFF) to mitigate MTBE fumes emitting from damaged cargo 
tanks.   A call was convened to discuss the use of AFFF to address worker safety issues related to 
the MTBE spill.  (CROSSLAND, X2721) 

 
GRANTS MINERAL BELT REMOVALS, CIBOLA/McKINLEY COUNTY, NM - 
CROSSROADS RADIOLOGICAL, NEAR SAN MATEO, NM: Excavated soil that has been 
temporarily stored at the staging area is being transported to a licensed facility in Colorado. The 
soil transportation and disposal will be completed next week. EPA is currently backfilling on 
residential properties. There has been no press coverage and community interest has been 
isolated to the residents associated with the Site. (Crossland, x 2721) 
  
CAMP MINDEN, LA: The Dialog Committee held meetings on March 11 and 12.  A public 
meeting was held by Congressman Fleming on March 13.  During the week ending March 7, 
2015, GD-ATK continued H6 removal and decon of the melter/flaker unit in bay 5 of building 
1619. GD-ATK also continued crushing of extracted aluminum (EA). (Crossland, x 2721)  
  
CES ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES, HOUSTON, TX: Planned activities for the reporting 
period is to continue removal and disposal of containerized waste (frac tanks, vacuum boxes, and 
roll-off boxes) liquids, solids and other contaminated materials. Other activities include cleaning 
and cutting empty poly tanks, totes, drums, and other containers on site. (Crossland, x 2721) 
  
WILCOX OIL, BRISTOW, OK  (OPA/CERCLA POTENTIAL): At this time subsurface 
Lead contamination will be addressed during the remedial phase. The option to install a fence 
around the Lead contaminated area is being considered. Sample results were mailed to and 
discussed with the property owner. The property owner has moved out of home and off of the 
property indefinitely. Oklahoma Department of Environmental Quality (ODEQ) has requested 
for EPA to install a fence around Lead contaminated area.  (Crossland, x 2721) 
  



SBA SHIPYARDS, JENNINGS, LA: Numerous Notice of Federal Interest (NOFI) letters were 
sent out to potentially responsible parties (PRP). Funding was requested thru the USCG Oil Spill 
Liability Trust Fund to conduct a removal action of the Alkyne storage pump unit. Discussed 
EPA planned OPA removal activities and NOFI letters with respondents. The removal action 
timeframe is pending funding approval and NOFI responses from PRPs. A planning meeting 
with the site team was held March 11.  (Crossland, x 2721) 
 
EXECUTIVE ORDER WORKGROUP MEETING, DALLAS, TEXAS:  Representatives 
from EPA, OSHA, and DHS met at the OSHA regional office to continue discussions on 
implementation of the Presidential Executive Order on Chemical Safety, including the review of 
potential standard operating procedures (SOPs).  (Crossland, x2721) 
 
TULANE NATIONAL PRIMATE RESEARCH CENTER, COVINGTON, LA:   During 
the week of March 2, representatives from Region 6 Superfund Division and  EPA Office of 
Emergency Management  coordinated call with representatives from CDC, USDA, Louisiana 
Governor’s Office of Homeland Security and  Emergency Preparedness (GOHSEP) and various 
Louisiana State Agencies.   CDC and USDA shared new information regarding additional non-
human primates which were ill and additional field cages which need to be assessed due to the 5 
non-human primates being located in them prior to being ill. GOHSEP and CDC requested 
EPA’s assistance in developing additional sampling plans for the field cages and offsite water 
and soils. Tulane will be required to implement the sampling plans.    (Crossland, x2721)  
 
BORDER 2012: EPA R6 is coordinating with TCEQ and BECC to plan for FY14/15 activities. 
FY15 proposals have been sent to Northcom. BECC has awarded 2 grants for emergency 
response projects along the border. (Crossland, x 2721) 
  
 
THIS WEEK:  
 
SALT CREEK OIL SPILL, MARIETTA, OK:  Conference call and coordination with 
ODEQ/JP Energy for partial release of water contained in the three onsite pits.  The pits are 
being utilized to store water to reduce creek levels during inclement weather.  At this time, there 
are no permit requirements and JP Energy has been providing sampling results to ensure the 
BTEX and TPH Levels are non-detect.  Freezing rain and snow continue to slow progress.  Total 
recovery to date is 760 bbl.  No material has reached Lake Texoma.  (Crossland, x2721)  
 
 
LEAN GOVERNMENT INITIATIVE:  During the week of March 16th staff  will attend the 
third phase of the Lean Six Sigma  training course.  The course is taught by the U.S. Army Corps 
of Engineers.  This course will equip candidates with the tools necessary to apply Lean Six 
Sigma principles to EPA’s current work process.   The training is needed  to implement Lean 
throughout Region 6 which supports EPA’s Lean Government Initiative.   (Crossland, x2721) 

 
 
 



FUTURE EVENTS:   
 
EPA R6 DIVE TEAM: The Dive Team installed underwater samplers in Donna Canal February 
17 – 20. Three EPA R6 Dive Team members participated in the operation. Samplers will be 
retrieved by the dive team April 6 – 9. The Dive team also plans to collaborate with science 
divers at Texas State University. A meeting is tentatively scheduled for March 26. (Crossland, x 
2721) 
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